
Welcome! 

Use the chat box to say hello and tell 
us your name, your role, and 
something great! 



Important updates to the Texas 
First Program 
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All our webinars are recorded. 

The recording is sent out to ALL registrants. 

Upcoming webinars and recordings are posted on our 
webpage. 

Webinars 
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Agenda 

�‡ 

�‡ Texas First Program 

�‡ District Requirements 

�‡ Counselor Role and Resources 

�‡ Resource Spotlight 

�‡ Q&A 

Welcome & Overview 



Sensitive 

Provide advising professionals with the 
resources and community they need to 
deliver exceptional college and career 
advising to every student. 



Overview of Texas First 
Diploma Program 
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Texas First Early High School Completion Program 
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�‡ The Texas First Early High School Completion 
Program was established by the 87 th Texas 
Legislature. 

�‡ The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
(THECB) adopted rules for the Texas First program 
that can be found in the 19 Texas Administrative 
Code (TAC), Part 1, Chapter 21. 

�‡ Student eligibility requirements for the program 
are outlined in 19 TAC, Part 1, §21.52. 

. 



Minimum Requirements for Texas First Early High 
School Completion Program 
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�‡ 22 high school credits 

�‡ Final grade point average (GPA) equivalent to 3.0 on a 4.0 scale 

�‡ Earned an overall score in at least the 80 th percentile on one or 
more of the ACT, SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, TSIA/TSIA2, or GED or has a 
�*�3�$���L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�S�����������R�I���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �F�O�D�V�V 

�‡ Completed assessment requirements for STAAR 
�ƒ English I or II 
�ƒ Algebra I 
�ƒ Biology 

*Math: 969; ELAR: 958 
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h inimum Requirements for Texas First Early Hi
chool Completion Program 
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Students are also 
required to have shown
mastery of each of 
the following subject 
areas : 
�ƒ English Language Arts 
�ƒ Mathematics 
�ƒ Science 
�ƒ Social Studies 
�ƒ Languages Other Than 

English (LOTE) 

 
Mastery in the subject areas can be 
shown in the following ways: 

�ƒMeeting the STAAR college readiness 
benchmarks by scoring 4,000 on Algebra II 
and English III STAAR tests;* 

�ƒCredit earned in the core curriculum of an 
institution of higher education in which the 
student earned at least a C; or 

�ƒMeeting the standards outlined in Figure 1 
of the rule. 

*No longer being offered, but results are valid up to five (5) 
years from date of testing 
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Required Notification 
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Beginning with the 2023 -2024 school year, 
upon a student's initial enrollment in 
high school, school districts must provide 
written notification to the student and the 
student's parent or guardian listing the 
eligibility criteria for the Texas First Early 
High School Completion Program and 
Texas First Scholarship Program. 
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https://bit.ly/42oTs2S 



Texas First Early High School Completion Program 
Scholarship 
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�‡ SB 2294 (88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 
2023) extended the scholarship opportunity 
from the 10 research institutions in the state to 
all Texas public institutions of higher 
education , including all public colleges, 
universities, and technical colleges. 

�‡ The scholarship offer will expire at the end of 
the first academic year after students graduate. 
Students graduating on the program are 
encouraged to attend college directly after they 
graduate. 



Texas First Early High School Completion Program Scholarship 
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�‡ Information about the program 
and scholarship can be found on 
the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board (THECB) 
website under Empowering our 
Students: Texas First Program 

�‡ Questions about the scholarship, 
including what students must do 
to receive the scholarship, should 
be directed to the THECB by 
phone at (888) 311 �æ888 or their 
CONTACT US site. 



Texas First Early High School Completion Program 
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�‡ A student who earns a diploma by satisfying the 
requirements of the Texas First Early High School 
Completion Program must have successful 
completion of the program indicated on the 
transcript. 

�‡ Students who graduate early through the Texas First 
Early High School Completion Program are 
considered to have earned a diploma with a 
distinguished level of achievement . 

�‡ School districts are also required to indicate 
completion of the distinguished level of 
achievement on a student's high school transcript. 
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PEIMS 
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The code table associated with the data element in TSDS PEIMS (Code 
Table 233 or C233) identifies whether the students graduated less than 



PEIMS 
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���������Z�D�V���D�G�G�H�G��
to the graduation type codes in Code Table 62 
(C062) in PEIMS. 





PEIMS and TREx 
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Beginning with 2023 -2024 graduates , districts will use new data elements 
to report graduates who earned the distinguished level of achievement 
(DISTING-LEVEL-ACHIEVEMENT-GRADUATE). 

Districts will use the same data element in PEIMS and TREx to identify all 
graduates who earn the distinguished level of achievement, including 
graduates who complete the Texas First Early High School Completion 
Program. 























Questions and 
Comments 



We appreciate 
your feedback! 


