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Texas STAAR Informational Writing Rubric – Grades 6-EII 

*For grades 6-EII, students may receive an ECR prompt asking them to respond by writing a letter 
(correspondence) to a specific audience.

Score Point Organization and Development of Ideas 
3 • 

• 

• 

• 

Controlling idea/Thesis is clear and fully developed 
The controlling idea/thesis is clearly identifiable. The focus is consistent 
throughout, creating a response that is unified and easy to follow. 
Organization is effective 
A purposeful structure that includes an effective introduction and conclusion is 
evident. The organizational structure is appropriate and effectively supports 
the development of the controlling idea/thesis. The sentences, paragraphs, or 
ideas are logically connected in purposeful and highly effective ways. 
Evidence is specific, well chosen, and relevant 
The response includes relevant text-based evidence that is clearly explained 
and consistently supports and develops the controlling idea/thesis. For pairs18 (ev086-7.0,)h text 0.w ( )19620l
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1 Student writing demonstrates inconsistent command of grade-level-appropriate 
conventions, including limited use of correct: 

• sentence construction
• punctuation
• capitalization
• grammar
• spelling

The response has several errors, but the reader can understand the writer’s thoughts. 
0 Student writing demonstrates little to no command of grade-level-appropriate 

conventions, including infrequent use of or no evidence of correct: 
• sentence construction
• punctuation
• capitalization
• grammar
• spelling

The response has many errors, and these errors impact the clarity of the writing and 
the reader’s understanding of the writing. 




